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Breadth

of our
consultation
The Government
committed to
broad and deep

the Strategy.

Mational Early Years Summit

Held on 17 February 2023 at Pariament House, the
National Early Years Summit brought together over
100 delegates to start the conversation on how to
ensure Australian children have the best start to life.

Public survey

A pulse survey, designed to sesk views on what the
Australian Government should focus on under the
Strategy, opened on D55 Engage on 19 January 2023
and closed on 3 April 2023. 2.243 responses to the
survey were received.

Public submissions

Published on 4 February 2023, a discussion paper
sought advice, ideas and feedback on Australia’s
aspirations for cur youngest children and the Australian
Govermment's role in the early years. The consultation
peniod was over 12 weeks and closed on 30 Agril 2023.
352 submissions were received.

Roundtables

There were 39 roundtable consultations held virtually
and in-person across Australia between February 2023
and July 2023, with over 750 participants.

Children’s consultations

Facilitated by the Front Project, children's consultations
focused on children aged 3- to S-years old, with 115
participants over July and August 2023.
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Children aged 0-5

310,000

births registered
in Australia in 2021

Fertility rates

2021: 2011:
1.7 babies 1.9 babies
per woman per woman

In 2021...

6% (around 104,000) of children
aged 0-3 were Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander

3.3% of children

were born overseas

26.6% of children had both
parents bom overseas

17% of children had
one parent bomn overseas

71.6% of children
used English at home

21_4% of children used a
language other than English

7% not stated

2

An estimated 3.7% of children
aged 0-4 had a disability

14,800 O 520
children settled of which arrived
permanently in Qg via a Humanitarian
Australia in 2021 program or similar

Family structure (2021)

81.2% couple families
12.8% one parent families
6% other families

?,EDU children lived in same-sex couple families

1,824,035
children aged 0-5
in Australia in 2022

2
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49%

girls

21%

boys

20.4%

o

Where do children live in Australia?
1.8%

V—19

In 2022, of all children aged 0-5:
578,000 lived in MSW 118,000 lived in SA
35,000 lived in TAS

463,000 lived in VIC
371,000 lived in QLD 32,000 lived in ACT
21,000 lived in NT

205,000 lived in WA

Remoteness of children

17% -
G |

Remote + Very Remote 2% I

Major Cities
Inmer Regional

Outer Regional
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The Early Our Vision: All children in Australia thrive in their
Years Strat egy early years. They reach their full potential, nurtured by

empowered and connected families, who in turn are
supported by sirong communities.

Outcomes: What needs to happen to realise our vision ——

Children are socially, Children hawe strong
Children are emaoticnally and children are identities and
nurtured and safe physically healthy learning connections to oulture

r— —4 o —4@ L

Outcome Outcome Outcome QOutcome

Communities are strong

Families are and inclusive places
Children have empowerad, for children and their
opportunities Material basics connected and parents or carers to live,
to play and imagine are met supported grow, play and connect

o — »— —@ L

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome
Guiding Principles: How we will approach what we do to achieve our outcomes
1 2 3 4 5

Child and family Strengths-based Respect for ‘fnrnili:es Equitable, im:lu.:i'le ?nd Evidence informed
and the community respectful of diversity

centred

Pricrity Focus Areas: Where we will focus our attention and actions
- -

& eE) =

Priority Focus Area 1 Priority Focus Area 2 Priority Focus Area 3 Priority Focus Area 4
value the early years Empower parents Support and work with Strengthen occountobility
Communities and coordinotion

10
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Guiding Principles

Qur Vision: All children in Australia thrive in their ea
They reach their full potential, nurtured by empowered an
fam ho in turn are supported by nmunities.

Principle 1:
Child and family-centred

Embed the voices of children and their families in the
polices and decisions that affect them.

Principle 2:
Strengths-based

Focus on the abilities, knowledge and capacities of young
children and their families.

Principle 3:
Respect for families and the community

Respect and value the roles that parents, kin and carers,
the broader community and language and culture play
for children.

Principle 4:
Equitable, inclusive and respectful of diversity

Ensure supports and services are equitable, inclusive,
and value all forms of diversity, including in relation to
gender, culture, language, place and disability.

Principle 5:
Evidence informed

Continually build on and then draw on the |atest available
data, evidence and insights to design, develop and review
supports and services for children and families.

11



Qutcomes

Our Vision: All children in Australia thrive in their :
They reach their full potential, nurtured by empowered and connected
families, who in turn are supported by strong communities.

el

Children:
are nurtured and safe

are socially, emotionally
and physically healthy

are learning

have strong identities
and connections to culture

have material basics met

have opportunities
to play and imagine

&

Families: Communities:
are empowered, are strong and inclusive

connected and places for children and their
supported parents or carers to live,

grow, play and connect

12
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Priority Focus Areas

Our Vision: All children in Australia thrive in their early years.
They reach their full potential, nurtured by empowered and connected
families, who in tum are supported by strong communities.

Priority Focus Area 1:
Value the early years
1.1: Raise awareness about why

early childhood matters

122 Embed the voices of
children and their families

Priority Focus Area 3:
Support and work
with communities

3.1: Place-based approaches

3.2 Shared decisicn-making

Priority Focus Area 2:
Empower parents and caregivers

21: Empower parents with skills, resources
and capabilities

2.2- Support parents to connect with other
parents and their local community

2.3:  Make supports and services responsive
and inclusive to children and their parents

2.4: Chart the course towards universal access
to Early Childhoed Education and Care

Priority Focus Area 4:
Strengthen accountability
and coordination

4.1: Imtegration, collaboration
and coordination

4.2:  Data, research, evaluation

13
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The early years

Antenatal Newborn Infant

i

Toddler Preschooler
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Antenatal
and postnatal
support

Transition to

parenthood,
and parenting
and family
support

Universal
health support
in the early
years

=20 = B = = R =

o

Australian Government
investments in the early years

Healthy pregnancy and birth programs and resources

Initiatives to reduce preterm births and stillbirths

Measures to prevent harm during pregnancy

Public hospital services incleding birthing and matemity services

Medicare Benefits Schedule rebates for antenatal services and pregnancy
support counselling services

National guidance to support a high-guality maternity care system, and
support and training for midwives

Funding of the newborn bloodspot screening program and newbom hearing
screening tests

Initiatives ta promote and pratect breastfeading, a pasteurised donar human
milk for premature babies program, and programs to support infant and
toddler nutrition

Parental Leave Pay, family assistance payments and income support
payments to eligible parents

Funding for playgroups and toy libraries

Indigenous Adwancement Strategy that funds a range of early childhood
development and enabling activities

Family Relationship Services that provide early imtervention and prevention
services and focus on at-risk families

Perinatal Mental Health and Wellbeing Program

Family Mental Health Support services that aim to improve mental heatth
outcomes for children and young people, and their families

Funding for evidence-based parenting resources on the Raising Children
Network website

Resources for parents (and health and educeation professionals and
industry) on healthy eating, nutrition, and physical activity for infants and
young children

Support o access General Practitioner and medical specialist services,
physiotherapy, community nurses and dental services for children

Support through Medicare to access child and family health services
including the cost of public hospital services and some or all of the costs
of other health services

The Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, which makes the cost of some
prescription medicines cheaper

Increased bulk-billing incentives for the most common general practice
consultations for children under 16

Access to community-controlled Aboriginal and Tomes Strait Islander
primary health care services for Aboriginal and Tarres Strait Islander
children and families

National Immunisation Program
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Early learning
and transition
to school

Developmental
support in the
early years

Integrated and
place-based
approaches in
the early years

Data and evidence

Early learning programs, playgroups, structured home-based parenting and early
childhood leaming program to support parents and carers

Supports for families to access guality early childhood education and care (ECEC)
through the Child Care Subsidy

Extra suppart for Australia’s most vulnerable children throwgh the Child Care Safety Met

The 2022-2025 Preschool Reform Agreement to ensure access to quality preschool
for 13 hours per week (or 600 hours per year) for each child in the year before they
start schaal

Working with states and territories to drive continwous improvement in the ECEC
sector, and to attract, develop and retzin high-quality early childhood teachers and
educators

The Indigenous Advancement Strategy’s Children and Schooling Program to support
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander access to, and engagement with, quality and
culturally appropriate early childhaod education and care, and supports for parents,
kin and caregivers

Funding for hearing assessments and supports to improve access to surgical
imterventions for ear conditions and ear and hearing health services in rural and
remote areas

Assistance through the Mational Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) early childhoad
approach for eligible children including those under & with developmental delay and
those under 9 with disability

Targeted support for children with disability under age 7 who do not fully meet the
definition of developmental delay, and for children newly identified with disability or
emerging developmental concems, who are gutside of the NDIS, through supported
playgroups, parent workshops, and online information and resources

The Early Childhood Outreach Initiative to support Aboriginal and Tomres Strait Islander
children with disability or developmental concerns through targeted and culturally
sensitive activities

Children and Parenting Support (CAPS) services that focus on improving children’s
development and wellbeing, including suppart to those in a parenting/caregiver role

The Connected Beginnings Program to increase engagemsent with health and ECEC
in 40 sites across Australia

Funding for Primary Health Metworks, which are independent organisations that
coordinate primary health care services in their region to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of health services for people. particularly those at risk of poor health
outcomes, including children

Communities for Children Facilitating Partners which funds Community Partners to
provide targeted services incleding parenting support, group Beer sUpport, case
management, home visiting, community events and life skills courses

Stronger Places, Stronger People, an imensive place-based approach to improve
service coordination and effectiveness, and disrupt local disadvantage through
communityled, collective impact approach

Longitudinal Study of Australia’s Children, Longitudinal Study of Indigenous Children,
ABS Life Course Data Asset, Child Wellbeing Data Asset
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The early years strategy 2024-2034

The strategy will be enacted through three
action plans over its 10-years lifespan:

The First Action Plan 2024

The Second Action Plan 2027

The Third Action Plan 2030
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