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Parkinson’s Australia is the national advocacy body representing people living with Parkinson’s (and 
Parkinson’s plus conditions), their families and carers, as well as researchers and health 
professionals in the Parkinson’s community. National Advocacy. Connection. Awareness. We 
promote the best possible quality of life for people with Parkinson’s. We advocate for the 
Parkinson’s community on issues of national significance. We work to reduce the impact of 
Parkinson’s by promoting best practice care to ensure that people can maximise their opportunities 
to live well and maintain their independence. 

Parkinson’s Australia supports Labor’s proposed amendment (below) to the NDIS Bill, which gives a 
participant a chance to request funding for a support for something on the “out list”. The NDIA might 
agree that a participant can access one of these supports, if it meets all of these criteria:  

• The support would replace one or more NDIS-funded support for that participant, and; 
• It is the same cost or less than the total cost of supports it is replacing for the participant, 

and; 
• It would provide the same or better outcomes for the participant than the support it is 

replacing, and; 
• It meets any other conditions specified in the (currently unwritten) NDIS Rules. 

Parkinson’s Australia objects to the very short timeline for this consultation. The very late issue of 
Easy English and Auslan versions or translations into other languages ostracises people in regional, 
rural and remote areas and people from CALD backgrounds thereby excluding these groups from 
meaningful contributions.  

Parkinson’s Australia is a member of the Neurodegenerative Palliative Care and Rare Diseases 
Advisory Group (NPRAG) for the NDIA. At the meeting of the working party on the 23rd of July, 
NDIA representatives asked if working party members would be interested in a separate session on 
this list, which was overwhelmingly met with a positive response. It wasn’t until 14th of August that 
the working party members received a meeting invite for Friday 16th of August. Given that the 
consultation period closed on the 18th of August and there was only 2 days' notice for the meeting, 
it is felt that the NDIA wasn’t seeking meaningful consultation. We are pleased that this consultation 
has been extended. 

Parkinson’s Australia also queries why "Early Intervention Supports for Adults" has not been 
included on the draft list of NDIS Supports when “Early Intervention Supports for Early Childhood” is 
on the list and strongly recommends that it be included as its own category.  

Some Australians living with Young Onset Parkinson have responded to the list below using 
themselves and their stories as case studies. Parkinson’s Australia appreciates their honesty and 
candour.  

Regards,  

 

 

 

Olivia Nassaris CEO, Parkinson’s Australia 
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Finance and payments related: 

• Donations, tithes, gifts, and political contributions,  

• Fines penalties, and court-ordered amounts 

• Travel insurance, life insurance, home and contents insurance, car insurance and 
excess insurance for Novated vehicles (Salary Sacrifice).  

• Superannuation for participants or related parties (exceptions apply for arm’s length 
Employment arrangements) 

• School / education fees including TAFE and university. 

• Legal costs 

• Child support fees, debt repayments, gift cards 

• Business development costs, business skills development costs 

• Debts, liabilities, and taxes, other than those necessarily incurred in the receipt of 
supports 

Food, Beverage related: 

• Groceries (except for modified foods required as a result of a person’s your disability 
e.g. PEG feeding),  

• Fast food services and takeaway food 

• Alcohol 

Lifestyle related: 

• Cigarettes, vapes and smoking paraphernalia, legal cannabis 

• Gambling 

• Internet services, land line phone, mobile phones, mobile phone accessories, and 
mobile phone plans and smart phones.  

• Gaming PCs, consoles and games, subscriptions for streaming services 

• Standard toys, balls, racquets, uniforms, membership costs and other costs 
associated with recreational sports  

• Wedding, honeymoon, funeral, other events.  

• Musical instruments, music production, social media production 

• Tickets to music, theatre, cinema or sporting events, and general conference fees 

• Sex work 
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o where the predominant purpose is treatment directly related to the person’s 
health status, or 

o provided after a recent medical or surgical event, with the aim of improving 
the person’s functional status, including post-acute rehabilitation or post-acute 
care 

• Any pharmaceutical  

• Any equipment or assistive technology prescribed as a result of clinical care, 
treatment or management from a medical practitioner delivered in the context of 
clinical care. 

• Acute, subacute, emergency and outpatient clinical services delivered through public 
or private hospitals. 

• Prescription medicines, non-prescription medicines, biological medicines, vaccines, 
sunscreens, weight loss products, vitamins, sport and athletic supplements, 
homeopathic medicines, prescription glasses 

• Nursing services (where related to treatment of a health event) 

• Ambulance services or membership  

• Health transport services  

• Hospital in the home services 

• Sleep consultant services. 

• Health retreats  

• New-born follow-up provided in the health system, including child and maternal 
health services 

• Specialist clinical palliative care 

Carve outs that may be considered ‘NDIS supports’ for certain participants  

• Disability-related health supports where the supports are a regular part of the 
participant’s daily life, and result from the participant’s disability. This includes 
continence, dysphagia, respiratory, nutrition, diabetic management, epilepsy, 
podiatry and foot care, and wound and pressure care supports. 

• Jointly with other parties, provision of specialist allied health, rehabilitation and other 
therapy, jointly with health services, to facilitate enhanced functioning and 
community re-integration of people with recently acquired severe conditions such as 
newly acquired spinal cord and severe acquired brain injury. 

• Thickeners and nutritional supplements related to disability-related nutrition supports. 
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o a law of the Commonwealth 

o a law of the State or Territory in which the support would be provided. 

• Assistive technology, vehicle modifications or home modifications that do not 
meet state and territory laws, the National Construction Code or relevant 
Australian standards 

• Supports involving restrictive practices that are not authorised in the 
participant’s state or territory of residence  

• Illicit drugs or other consumable products that are against the law 

• Firearms and weapons 

• Seclusion rooms 

Carve outs that may be considered ‘NDIS supports’ for certain participants  

N/A 

Income replacement 
Description 

• Income support payments 

• Rent subsidy 

• Loan repayments or buy now pay later payments. 

• Income protection insurance 

• Fringe Benefits for staff or contractors 

• Cryptocurrency, shares, investment products 

Carve outs that may be considered ‘NDIS supports’ for certain participants  

N/A 

  







   
 

  

 

 




