






Foreword 

I present this response to the Australian Governments consultation on 

draft lists of NDIS Supports, with a sense of urgency and caution. 

While Reimagine Australia are incredibly grateful for the Government's significant and 

genuine commitment to reforming the NDIS to better serve young children with disabilities, 

developmental delays, and neurodivergence, I must express our profound concern about the 

current trajectory. 

The NDIS, a lifeline for thousands of families, cannot be reshaped to fit a political timeline or 

agenda without risking significant harm. The haste with which these reforms are being 

pursued, coupled with inadequate consultation and the fear generated among families, 

threatens to undermine the very goals the reforms aim to achieve. 

Rushed processes, such as this one, are leaving families of young children who require 

support, feeling alienated and extremely fearful about losing access to the supports they 

desperately need, ultimately defeating the purpose of the NDIS. While this is certainly not the 

intent of the reforms, it is a product of the puzzling processes and pace at which the 

Government is proceeding. 

Our report, titled "Cart before the horse, but the horse has bolted!", serves as a critical 

warning to the Government. It is more than just a response to the draft list; it is a call for 

thoughtful, measured, but continued, action. 

Whilst we are grateful for a Minister committed to action, we urge the Government to slow 

down just enough to engage in genuine co-design with the communities who will rely on 

these supports, and to ensure that any changes are introduced in a way that families can 

understand and embrace at a pace that removes fear. 

Furthermore, creating a draft list of services before defining the Foundational Supports that 

will fundamentally support the ecosystem of young Australian children in their early years, is 

counterproductive. We strongly advocate for a methodical approach that makes sense, and 

that prioritises the needs and voices of families, ensuring that reforms are not only effective 

but also inclusive and supportive of those who need them most. 

In summary, while we support the Governments intent, we caution against the risks of moving 

too quickly. We urge the Government to reconsider its approach, to prioritise geniune 

consultation, and to ensure that the reforms are implemented in a way that truly delivers for 

the children and families who rely on the NDIS. 

'-J.)L____t_ . 
/4onne Keane AM

Chief Executive Officer 
REIMAGINE AUSTRALIA 
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Theme 5: 

Onus on families to navigate impossible and invisible lines of demarcation 

A recurring and deeply concerning issue highlighted by respondents is the unclear lines of 

demarcation between the NDIS and other systems, particularly education. Families are finding 

themselves in an impossible situation where they must navigate intersecting and often 

conflicting responsibilities between the NDIS and other government systems. This lack of 

clarity creates significant stress and confusion for families, who are already overwhelmed by 

the demands of caring for a child with a disability. 

The educational system frequently falls short in meeting the unique needs of children with 

disability, yet when families seek alternative solutions through the NDIS, they are often denied 

support on the grounds that it falls under the purview of education. This creates a frustrating 

cycle where neither system fully addresses the child's needs, leaving families without the 

necessary supports to help their child thrive. 

The consequences of this disjointed approach are far-reaching. Practitioners have pointed out 

that the higher demand for therapeutic supports often requires families to remove their 

children from early learning environments to access necessary services. This not only disrupts 

the child's education and social development, but also places an economic burden on families. 

The need to attend multiple appointments can impact parents' ability to maintain employment, 

potentially leading to increased reliance on social services. 

Furthermore, the minimal efforts made by both the NDIS and the Education Department to 

provide adequate support in early learning settings mean that children are frequently left 

without the intensive supports they need to engage fully in these environments. This lack of 

seamless integration between systems prevents children from receiving consistent, high

quality support that could be provided if these services were better coordinated. 

Key Advocacy 
In response to these challenges, Reimagine Australia strongly advocates for the 

establishment of a Universal EarlY- Childhood DeveloQmental SUP-P-Ort SY-stem overseen 

by an Office for Early Childhood. Such a system would provide a unified and 

comprehensive approach to supporting young children, removing the current 

complexities and intersections that families are forced to navigate. This system would 

ensure that all young developing children receive the necessary supports they require 

to thrive, regardless of whether they fall under education, health, or NDIS. A universal 

system would streamline complexity and remove red-tape to reduce the administrative 

burden that overwhelms families. By simplifying how families interact with government 

systems, we can also ensure that all children receive consistent and appropriate 

supports, when and where they need them. And, importantly, it would allow families to 

focus on what truly matters - supporting their child's development and well-being. 
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