	Are you an individual or making a submission on behalf of an organisation? 

	 
	Organisation 

	Organisation name 

	 
	Play Australia 

	Position 

	 
	CEO 

	Is your organisation….? 

	 
	1. A peak-body

	1. Does the new vision reflect what we all want for children and families? 

	 
	The vision is adequate, however given Australia is a signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child it would be appropriate to include reference to ensuring childrens rights are met. 

	2. Are the two main outcomes what we should be working towards for children and families? Why/Why not? - Outcome 1: Parents and caregivers are empowered to raise healthy, resilient children - Outcome 2: Children are supported to grow into healthy, resilient adults. 

	 
	Here is another opportunity to reference ensuring we are honoring the rights of all children.

Given the fact the UNCRC provides a holistic vision of what is needed to raise healthy, resilient children, and each right is indivisible from each other it seems we should be ensuring rights are reflected in the outcomes. 

	3. Will a single national program provide more flexibility for your organisation? 

	 
	Play Australia does not currently receive funding, however based on our work we recognised that the benefits of a single national program will be highly dependent on the implementation strategy. If there is no coherent strategy that supports the streamlining you may find there are still "silos" left in place through Government agency staff and procedures that negate the benefits of the model.
All staff need to be trained in the approach to implementation and an internal working group assembled to review and monitor progress and address identified barriers in implementation. 

	4. Does the service or activity you deliver fit within one of the three funding streams? Do these streams reflect what children and families in your community need now – and what they might need in the future? 

	 
	N/A 

	5. Are there other changes we could make to the program to help your organisation or community overcome current challenges? 

	 
	N/A 

	6. Do you agree that the four priorities listed on Page 4 are right areas for investment to improve outcomes for children and families? 

	 
	Yes. 

	7. Are there any other priorities or issues you think the department should be focusing on? 

	 
	The proposed program does not indicate and level of engagement in a rights based approach to delivery. In regards to consumer voice this also appears to now be clearly reflected for children and young people. We would like to see a requirement for NGO's to engage in consultation and review process inclusive of child and young people's voices. In addition, child impact statements should be considered in any government changes. Internationally, Ireland has a process in place requiring children's participation in consultative processes for government policy change. 

	8. Do the proposed focus areas – like supporting families at risk of child protection involvement and young parents match the needs or priorities of your service? 

	 
	Not directly relevant to our organisation but we will be working with organisations this applies to and supporting them where required. 

	9. Are there other groups in your community, or different approaches, that you think the department should consider to better support family wellbeing? 

	 
	We beleive that Government should adopt a flexible approach to grass roots innovations that support the local communities. This would mean scope within the funding to an NGO that would provide a % of funding to be redirected in response to an innovative solution to an issue being identified in a local community. This "scaffolding" of innovation would drive excellence and increase capacity to meet the outcomes. 

	10. What are other effective ways, beyond co-location, that you’ve seen work well to connect and coordinate services for families? 

	 
	Community festivals, pop up play events in parks and play street events are a proven, effective way to connect families to services and offer support. Play Australia's 1000 Play Streets program has evidence based research to prove that families report less isolation and more likely to reach out for support after engagement in a Play Street. 

	11. What would you highlight in a grant application to demonstrate a service is connected to the community it serves? What should applicants be assessed on? 

	 
	1. Location
2. Range of activities already offered
3. Established process for community consultation across age groups.
4. Record of positive engagement with Council, schools and ec services.

Refer to Families Australia submission. 

	12. Beyond locational disadvantage, what other factors should the department consider to make sure funding reflects the needs of communities? 

	 
	The need to have a regular process of consultation and feedback with stakeholders in the community, including children and young people, where relevant, should be seen as essential. 

	13. What’s the best way for organisations to show in grant applications, that their service is genuinely meeting the needs of the community? 

	 
	Examples of practice, letters of support or references from community leaders and reference checks. 
Outcomes are aligned with the community needs and needs have been identified via consultation process.
Organisation has a proven and demonstrated records of interagency collaboration and can demonstrate this involvement.

See Families Australia submission for further suggestions. 

	14. How could the grant process be designed to support and increase the number of ACCOs delivering services to children and families? 

	 
	See Families Australia submission. 

	23. Is there anything else you think the department should understand or consider about this proposed approach? 

	 
	Play Australia is a member of Families Australia and we support their submission.

We have prepared a response to the Government because of three key areas of concern
1. Vision and outcomes do not reflect a rights based approach nor is there reference to upholding rights based on the UNCRC amd operating to a framework that has UNCRC as its foundation.
2. The proposal does not include reference to the need to ensure children and young people have a voices in matters that affect them and access to information. ( UNCRC 12/13)
3. The lack of an clear or stated Implementation plan or process for its development is a weak spot in the planning for what appears to be a more effective process of delivery and funding contracts.
4. We would like to emphasize the importance of providing a funding environment that supports innovation as a local level to drive outcomes. 



