Cardinia Shire Council
Feedback for Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
Prevention must be long-term, adequately resourced and embedded across the places where people live, work, learn and connect. 
The Second Action Plan should strengthen the role, capacity and resourcing of prevention workforces. The current evidence cited on prevention appears limited in its ability to guide practical implementation. More attention is needed to who is resourced to deliver prevention, how community-based prevention components are sustained, and how prevention initiatives are evaluated over time.
 Men and boys should be engaged through positive, strengths-based approaches at all life stages.
Greater focus is needed on positive, co-designed engagement with men and boys. This should include support for fathers throughout their parenting journey, positive male role modelling, healthy online and offline spaces, and programs that build emotional literacy, respectful relationships and safe parenting. This work should be pursued as a proactive investment in wellbeing and safety, not only as a reaction to harmful online narratives. This work requires a targeted approach to increasing male representation in all aspects of the family violence workforce. When men are better represented in the prevention workforce, they are more likely to engage.
The three points noted in the Evidence to action discussion paper, Priority Area 2 Prevention and early intervention ‘Where we are making progress’ on father figures, positive male role models, new fathers and online environments points to an important opportunity. Men and boys should have access across all ages and life stages to healthy, prosocial information, relationships and role models. This should not be framed only as a response to the manosphere or online misogyny. It should be pursued because men’s health, wellbeing, connection, parenting and respectful relationships are important in their own right.
Future action should include co-designed work with men and boys, including fathers, to build positive identity, emotional literacy, healthy relationships and respectful parenting. This could include greater investment in parenting programs for fathers, building on the strengths, skills and experiences that men bring to parenthood. Evidence suggests that fathers who are actively engaged in their parenting role are more likely to demonstrate emotional regulation, seek support when needed, and less likely to use violence. This work could be complemented by community-based male role modelling and safe online and offline spaces that promote healthy, respectful alternatives to harmful narratives.

Feedback for Priority Area 3: Children and young people in their own right
Children and young people need stronger recognition, information and support
The Evidence to action consultation paper strongly supports recognising children and young people as victim-survivors in their own right. Children and young people commonly report not being believed or being dismissed when they disclose violence. Responses should therefore focus on listening to children, recognising their rights and developmental needs, and ensuring they are not treated only as secondary victims attached to an adult.
The Second Action Plan should prioritise work with children and young people to create, design and communicate information about domestic, family and sexual violence, their rights and how to access meaningful help. This should include more direct discussions with young people about what abuse is, what it can look like, how coercive control and technology-facilitated abuse operate, and where support can be found.
