Companion Animal Network Australia
Feedback for Priority Area 1: Victim-survivors
Recommendation
Ensure no victim-survivor has to choose between personal safety and the safety of their pet.
Implementation
• Include pets in national guidance on domestic and family violence risk assessment
and safety planning.
• Include pet-friendly solutions in emergency and transitional accommodation programs.
• Support partnerships between specialist domestic and family violence services and
animal welfare organisations to improve access to temporary pet care where required.
Evidence
Research from Lucy's Project and RSPCA Australia demonstrates that concern for a pet
(or other animals in a rural environment) can be a significant barrier to leaving violence. Pet-inclusive accommodation and support services help remove this barrier and improve access to safety.
Feedback for Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
Recommendation
Recognise animal abuse as an indicator of coercive control and a sign that earlier
intervention is required.
Implementation
• Recognise the link between animal abuse and domestic and family violence within national policy and guidance.
• Support public education and information initiatives that recognise the important role pets play in the health and wellbeing of individuals and families, while improving understanding of the relationship between animal abuse and coercive control.
• Encourage consideration of animal abuse within existing domestic and family violence
workforce resources and practice guidance.
Evidence
ANROWS' research on coercive control highlights the importance of recognising patterns
of abusive behaviour. Lucy's Project has identified animal abuse as one of the tactics
perpetrators use to exert power and control.
Feedback for Priority Area 3: Children and young people in their own right
Recommendation
Recognise the important role pets can play in supporting children's safety, wellbeing and recovery from domestic and family violence.
Implementation
• Encourage services supporting children affected by DFV to recognise the role pets can play in children's recovery and emotional wellbeing.
• Support pet-inclusive accommodation options that enable children to remain safely with their pets where appropriate.
• Support education initiatives that foster empathy, respect for animals and recognition of the important role pets play in children's lives.
Evidence
Trauma-informed practice recognises that trusted relationships and continuity can support children's recovery. For many children, pets provide comfort, stability and emotional support during and after experiences of violence.
Feedback for Priority Area 4: People who use violence
Recommendation
Recognise violence towards animals as a tactic of coercive control within responses to
people who use violence.
Implementation
• Recognise abuse of pets and other animals within national policy, guidance and practice frameworks addressing coercive control.
• Encourage consideration of violence towards animals within perpetrator risk assessment
and behaviour change approaches where appropriate.
Evidence
Research consistently demonstrates that violence towards animals can form part of
broader patterns of coercive control and family violence.
Feedback for Priority Area 5: System Integration and Workforce
Recommendation
Support integrated service responses that recognise the role of pets in domestic and
family violence.
Implementation
• Facilitate collaboration and channels for communication between the domestic and family violence, animal welfare, veterinary, housing and community services sectors.
• Develop nationally consistent referral pathways between specialist domestic and family violence services and animal welfare organisations.
• Improve national data collection on the role of pets in domestic and family violence to strengthen evidence-informed policy and service planning.
Evidence
The consultation paper identifies integrated systems and coordinated service responses as essential to improving outcomes for victim-survivors. Recognising pets within these systems will strengthen collaboration, improve opportunities for early intervention and remove barriers to safety.
