


About CANA
Companion Animal Network Australia (formerly Animal Welfare League Australia Ltd) 
represents animal welfare organisations Animal Welfare League Queensland (AWLQ), Dogs’ 
Homes of Tasmania, Lort Smith Animal Hospital, Saving Animals From Euthanasia Inc. 
(SAFE Inc.), Sydney Dogs & Cats Home; and a�liate members ACT Rescue and Foster Inc. 
(ARF), Cherished Pets, Ginger Ninja Cat Rescue and Scru�er Lovers. 
In the financial year 2025-26 CANA members provided vital services to more than 50,000 animals, 
including rescue, shelter, rehoming, foster care, healthcare, and enrichment.
CANA is dedicated to protecting and strengthening the human-animal bond. With more than    
31.6 million pets across the nation, 73 per cent of households share their lives with a           
companion animal.1

Animal welfare organisations are already an important part of Australia's family violence 
response system. By providing emergency boarding, foster care, veterinary treatment and 
collaboration with domestic and family violence services, CANA members see firsthand how 
concern for pets can influence decisions about seeking safety. This practical experience 
provides CANA with a unique perspective on opportunities to strengthen the Government's 
response to domestic and family violence. 

A One Welfare approach
CANA's submission is informed by a One Welfare approach. One Welfare recognises that       
the wellbeing of people, animals and communities is interconnected. Within the context         
of DFV, protecting companion animals can improve human safety, reduce trauma,                     
support children's recovery and strengthen community resilience. 
A One Welfare approach does not create a new service system. Rather, it strengthens existing 
systems by recognising that the wellbeing of people and their pets is interconnected. This 
perspective complements the priority areas which focus on prevention, early intervention, 
integrated service delivery and long-term recovery.

Priority Area 1: victim-survivors
Recommendation
Ensure no victim-survivor has to choose between personal safety and the safety of their pet.
Implementation
• Include pets in national guidance on domestic and family violence risk assessment            

and safety planning.
• Include pet-friendly solutions in emergency and transitional accommodation programs.
• Support partnerships between specialist domestic and family violence services and        

animal welfare organisations to improve access to temporary pet care where required.
Evidence
Research from Lucy's Project and RSPCA Australia demonstrates that concern for a pet         
(or other animals in a rural environment) can be a significant barrier to leaving violence. 
Pet-inclusive accommodation and support services help remove this barrier and improve 
access to safety.

1 Pets in Australia: A National survey of pets and people; Animal Medicines Australia 2025. 2



Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
Recommendation
Recognise animal abuse as an indicator of coercive control and a sign that earlier                    
intervention is required.
Implementation
• Recognise the link between animal abuse and domestic and family violence within national 

policy and guidance.
• Support public education and information initiatives that recognise the important role pets 

play in the health and wellbeing of individuals and families, while improving understanding 
of the relationship between animal abuse and coercive control.  

• Encourage consideration of animal abuse within existing domestic and family violence 
workforce resources and practice guidance.

Evidence
ANROWS' research on coercive control highlights the importance of recognising pa�erns       
of abusive behaviour. Lucy's Project has identified animal abuse as one of the tactics            
perpetrators use to exert power and control. 

Priority Area 3: Children and young people
Recommendation
Recognise the important role pets can play in supporting children's safety, wellbeing and 
recovery from domestic and family violence. 
Implementation
• Encourage services supporting children a�ected by DFV to recognise the role pets can play 

in children's recovery and emotional wellbeing. 
• Support pet-inclusive accommodation options that enable children to remain safely with 

their pets where appropriate.
• Support education initiatives that foster empathy, respect for animals and recognition of   

the important role pets play in children's lives. 
Evidence
Trauma-informed practice recognises that trusted relationships and continuity can support 
children's recovery. For many children, pets provide comfort, stability and emotional support 
during and after experiences of violence. 

Priority Area 4:  People who use violence
Recommendation
Recognise violence towards animals as a tactic of coercive control within responses to   
people who use violence. 
Implementation
• Recognise abuse of pets and other animals within national policy, guidance and practice 

frameworks addressing coercive control.
• Encourage consideration of violence towards animals within perpetrator risk assessment 

and behaviour change approaches where appropriate.
Evidence
Research consistently demonstrates that violence towards animals can form part of         
broader pa�erns of coercive control and family violence.
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