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INTRODUCTION
Destroy The Joint is an online feminist page run by a small group of volunteers and supported by 
over 110,000 followers dedicated to shining a light on Violence Against Women (VAW) in Australia. 
Ref: https://www.facebook.com/DestroyTheJoint

Since 2012 our Counting Dead Women Australia campaign has been calling on all levels of govern- 
ment to institute a national, unified system for investigation, analysis and response to Violence Against 
Women to make a safer world for women and their children.

In support of that aim we undertake our solemn task of maintaining the most credible and substantiated 
broadly available record of women killed by targeted violence in Australia. Our count is based on  
police reports and press statements, coronial records, or reports from reputable news organisations 
with strong evidentiary basis for publication. We publish only when charges are laid or when it is 
clearly reported that police intend to lay charges. We are careful not to register any allegations or 
publish any information which is not reliably attested in the public record. As a small, minimally 
resourced group we are obviously limited in our research efforts, and we rely heavily on reputable 
openly available reporting.

Women from all backgrounds are counted but we make no assumptions about a woman’s culture, 
lifestyle or circumstances. Our campaign counts all known, verified deaths involving targeted Violence 
Against Women. In at least 75% of the cases reported, the victim knew her alleged killer. But we  
do not confine our count to those murders traditionally attributed as Domestic or Family Violence – 
we include intentional deaths of women killed in the course of other crimes. We also may count 
cases of active neglect, and cases of claimed ‘assisted suicide’.

We add updated information to our annual registers as soon as it is received and confirmed. We 
maintain a separate register of ‘Undetermined’ deaths which we continuously monitor until a verifiable 
outcome is known. For reasons of privacy and legal responsibility this register is not made public.






