East African women's foundation
Feedback for Priority Area 1: Victim-survivors
We provide specialist, culturally responsive support to women and girls from East African communities affected by female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C).
Our work focuses on supporting women who have experienced FGM/C through trauma-informed, survivor-centred care, advocacy, information, referrals, and access to appropriate health and wellbeing services. We also work with girls who may be at risk of FGM/C by providing early intervention, education, safety planning, and support in collaboration with families, communities, schools, and other service providers.
Our approach is grounded in cultural safety, respect, and community engagement. We work alongside affected communities to increase awareness of the health and human rights impacts of FGM/C, strengthen protective factors, and promote the safety, wellbeing, and empowerment of women and girls.
Feedback for Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
Our organisation provides culturally safe prevention and early intervention support for East African women and girls affected by or at risk of female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C).
We support victim-survivors through trauma-informed advocacy, referrals, and access to health, wellbeing, and family violence services. We work with girls at risk, families, and communities through education and awareness activities that promote safety, human rights, gender equality, and the prevention of FGM/C.
Through community partnerships and culturally responsive approaches, we aim to identify risks early, strengthen protective factors, and ensure women and girls receive timely and appropriate support.
Feedback for Priority Area 3: Children and young people in their own right
Recognising girls and young women as individuals with their own rights, voices, and aspirations. This priority focuses on creating safe, inclusive, and supportive environments where girls are heard, respected, empowered, and able to access opportunities to thrive and reach their full potential.
Feedback for Priority Area 4: People who use violence
Preventing violence requires early identification, effective intervention, and support for people who use or are at risk of using violence to take responsibility and change their behaviours. Services, families, workplaces, and communities should be supported to recognise warning signs and respond safely and appropriately. Responses should be accessible, culturally safe, and evidence-informed, while always prioritising the safety, rights, and wellbeing of victim-survivors.
Feedback for Priority Area 5: System Integration and Workforce
A coordinated and connected system is essential to effectively prevent and respond to violence against women and children. Strengthening collaboration, information sharing, and referral pathways across services will improve support for victim-survivors and people using violence. Investment is needed in workforce training, cultural capability, resources, and wellbeing to ensure services are safe, inclusive, accessible, and evidence-informed. Addressing gaps in systems, data, and workforce capacity will support stronger outcomes over time.
Are there any other actions you think should be a priority to stop family, domestic and sexual violence?
Priority should be given to culturally safe, community-led approaches that address the unique experiences of migrant and refugee women and girls affected by family, domestic and sexual violence, including FGM/C.
Key actions include increasing access to specialist support services, improving early identification and referral pathways, strengthening culturally responsive training for frontline workers, and ensuring victim-survivors can access health, legal, and wellbeing services without barriers.
Ongoing investment in prevention education, community engagement, and programs that work with families, men, and community leaders is essential to challenge harmful attitudes, promote respectful relationships, and create safer environments for women and girls.
