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14 August 2026  

 

Department of Social Services 

GPO Box 9820 

Canberra ACT 2601 

 

By email: SecondActionPlan@dss.gov.au  

Dear Department of Social Services, 

Feedback on the Second Action Plan 

We thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Second Action Plan under the National 

Plan to End Violence against Women and Children 2022-2032.  

About the Federation 

The Federation of Community Legal Centres is the peak body for Victoria’s 50 community legal 

centres (CLCs). Our members are at the forefront of helping those facing economic, cultural or 

social disadvantage and whose life circumstances are severely affected by their legal problem.  

CLCs are essential in the response to family violence in Victoria and across Australia. In the last 

financial year in Victoria, CLCs provided more than 170,000 legal services with over 40 per cent of 

people accessing our services either experiencing or at risk of family violence. This is 

disproportionately high in regional and remote centres where approximately 75 per cent of people 

accessing CLCs disclosed having been impacted by family violence.  

Our members include specialist family violence legal service providers across Victoria which assist 

specific sections of the community, including women experiencing disadvantage, Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander women, women from migrant and refugee communities, LGBTQIA+ people, 

young people and seniors. CLCs also run programs for victim survivors of sexual violence, 

including long-term partnerships with sexual assault services. 

The need for urgent and meaningful reform and investment in proven programs 

The Second Action Plan will be critical in comprehensively addressing how Australia will reduce 

and ultimately end family violence against women and children. As of 6 August 2026, 44 women 

and 19 children in Australia have been allegedly killed by male violence this year, last year the 

figures were 79 women and 27 children. In one week alone in June, four women were allegedly 

killed by male violence. There have been a multitude of inquiries, including Missing and Murdered 

First Nations Women and Children1 that have largely been ignored. This is a national crisis; we are 

collectively calling for urgent and meaningful reform and investment in evidence-based programs 

and supports that address the underlying causes of male violence. These investments need to be 

 

1 Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs References Committee, Inquiry into Missing and Murdered First Nations 

Women and Children, 2024.  






















