Feminist Legal Clinic Inc.
Feedback for Priority Area 1: Victim-survivors
The response that would make the biggest difference would be to fix the legal system, particularly the Family Court (FCFCOA), so that it supports protective mothers rather than facilitating protracted abuse by perpetrators. This would involve introducing a rebuttable presumption in favour of mothers retaining care of their children in circumstances where they have been the primary carer.
Currently mothers who believe their children are at risk of abuse by their fathers often feel they must remain in the relationship so they can ensure the safety of their child/ren. Once separated, the father will almost inevitably be given unsupervised contact, if not full-time care of the child. Mothers who raise allegations of violence, particularly child sexual abuse, are often punished by the court with the removal of the child/ren altogether. 
The other problem is the continued misidentification of women as perpetrators of violence. This systems abuse of domestic violence laws by violent men has been well-documented but has not been addressed. Sex-based laws are needed to ensure these laws operate as primarily intended to keep women safe from male violence.
I did not see discussion of these issues in the consultation paper but without addressing these problems it is difficult to see any improvement in victim-survivor's safety, well-being, healing and recovery.
Feedback for Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
Prevention and early intervention requires the authorities to give credence to the early reports made by women and children of violence and sexual abuse rather than cynically dismissing them as being motivated by malice or delusion or in the case of children, coaching by their mothers. Unfortunately widespread misogyny and cynicism by members of the police and judiciary towards allegations made by women and their children undermine all efforts to provide effective safeguarding. 
Another obvious area of reform would be to enable women to search the criminal histories of their partners or prospective partners, so they could make an informed judgement about whether to continue in the relationship. Convictions are matters of public record and should by rights be searchable by members of the public. The privacy concerns are far outweighed by safety considerations.
Feedback for Priority Area 3: Children and young people in their own right
It can take many decades, if not a lifetime, for individuals who have been abused as children to be able to speak up about their experiences and seek justice against their perpetrators. By then further generations of children have already been abused. The research by Nola Webb et al on the Family Court indicates that women and children are not being believed by the court when they report child sexual abuse with devastating consequences. Certain judges, lawyers and expert witnesses, knowingly or not, seem to be facilitating a continuation of the abuse and there needs to be an urgent audit to identify and investigate those responsible for the systematic removal of children from protective mothers and placement with alleged perpetrators. Only then can we hope for any improvement.
Feedback for Priority Area 4: People who use violence
The reluctance to use appropriate sex-based language obscures the issues and therefore obstructs government's ability to enact meaningful reform. For example, Priority Area 4 should address 'male violence' because we know that the people who are overwhelmingly responsible for using violence are men. The government's unwillingness to clearly identify the problem and pass legislation that explicitly protects women from male violence ensures that domestic violence legislation will continue to be used as a weapon against women by men, with women increasingly misidentified as perpetrators by their assailants.
Feedback for Priority Area 5: System Integration and Workforce
The complete lack of funding for autonomous women's services such as our own means that there are no resources to effectively campaign for meaningful reform to our laws. Our limited capacity means that this feedback is necessarily brief and touches only on a few areas.	
Are there any other actions you think should be a priority to stop family, domestic and sexual violence?
We have many other ideas for reform but we are out of time to submit them now. We are happy to expand on any area given the opportunity.
