International Social Service Australia
Feedback for Priority Area 1: Victim-survivors
Victim-survivors experiencing cross-border family violence need earlier access to specialist, trauma-informed legal, social work and therapeutic support that continues beyond court proceedings. The Second Action Plan should recognise cross-border coercive control and improve access to justice through integrated, multidisciplinary responses.	
Feedback for Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
Earlier intervention through specialist legal advice, social work, safety planning and family mediation (where safe and appropriate) can prevent violence from escalating into international child abduction and other cross-border harms. Improved awareness and referral pathways are essential so families receive support before reaching crisis.
Feedback for Priority Area 3: Children and young people in their own right
Children affected by cross-border family violence should be recognised as rights holders with distinct needs for protection, participation and long-term recovery. Investment is needed in child-focused therapeutic services, reintegration support and responses that prioritise children's safety, identity and wellbeing.
Feedback for Priority Area 4: People who use violence
The Second Action Plan should recognise that perpetrators may use international borders, migration status, travel, passports and legal systems as tools of coercive control. Responses must better identify and address these forms of abuse while ensuring accountability across jurisdictions. Investment in service responses such as accredited international family mediation and child inclusive practice is needed to constructively engage perpetrators and encourage recovery and reintegration. Focused support and guidance to ensure perpetrators cannot access confidential therapeutic information about women and children is also a priority.	
Feedback for Priority Area 5: System Integration and Workforce
Effective responses require coordinated action between family violence, family law, child protection, migration, consular and overseas agencies, supported by specialist cross-border organisations. Workforce capability should be strengthened through training, practical guidance and clear referral pathways on cross-border family violence.
Are there any other actions you think should be a priority to stop family, domestic and sexual violence?
The Second Action Plan should explicitly recognise cross-border family violence, international parental child abduction, exit trafficking and related harms as emerging priorities. It should also extend specialist support beyond Hague Convention matters, and there should be greater capacity to support both taking and left behind parents experiencing domestic violence.  Reforms should draw on international frameworks, including the Ottawa Principles, to strengthen Australia's response.
