Sisters In Laaw Projext
Feedback for Priority Area 1: Victim-survivors
We have a national emergency in the management of the wellbeing and saftey of women in systems. We need a Royal Commission to pull experience, research and intervention outcomes into one action plan. We are not doing this and achievening a safer outcome. What is a success measure and how are we realistically measuring this? 
This feedback is focuses on lived experience in Family Law and other legal systems and their supports.
1.
Family law is failing to provide adequate safety to women and children.
The systems structure fundamentally fails basic safety modelling in opposition to state risk assessments and relies on legal processes to resolver parenting not well recived and balanced social science inputs. ICL's and Report Writers are known to faikl women and even report to women during interviews they have had no formal DV training
2.
Lived experts in SILP argue a Family Law system that makes orders and fails to check outcomes, especially when their is DV is significantly flawed.
3.
Lived Experts in SILP say a Family Law systems that ignores and gives no weight to child protection risk reports creates cross jurisdictional conflict and unsafe outcomes. Protective parents lose their children in Family Law proceedings for following the child protection advice. This was highlighted in a NSW Parliament Commmitte on Children and Young People report that identified safety misalignment which the Family Law management minimised the report and appears to ignore to findings. see https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/parliamentary-business/committees/inquiry-details?committeeInquiryId=2620
4.
Child protection working in the court system is unseen by lived experience family law participants we work with and has never been seen to intervene even in the most serious of cases where charges and findings on the evidence are minimised.
5.
When challenged the Family Law system 'buckles down' and gives little weight to probative and relevent evidence, where Independent Childrens lawyers (ICLS) and report writers especially from Relationspace NSW and the work of other questionably 'canonised' professionals in Melbourne who would benefit from a 360 degree review of their practice. Complaints about report writers are often met with poor or no action by registering bodies due to the impossibility of accountability, and the powers given to those individuls by the court.
6.
Complaints against Judges are also poorly considered and managed. What would be considered good practice in some mattershave not been followed. Our lived experience in SILP have identified some judges have exceptional in understanding risk but this is rare and not consistent across the board. 
7.
It needs to be realised that many women have no money to manage court proceedings and can just back away as a result. For some it is safer not to pursue financial matters becasue they fear for their safety.
8.
It is reported anecdotaly in SILP supports that 102NA funded lawyers are fundamentally inadequate and underpaid for their level of detail required. This can also transfer to Legal Aid who have been reported to be poor advocates for some survivors. They too have inadequate funding complaredto mainsteam lawyers to fully defend perpetrators who are lawyered up. 
9.
Appeals are often a consolidation of Orders, where challenges to the probity of evidence impacted by loose frameworks afforded by the Family Law Act in the less Adversarial Trial means the rules of evidence are set aside. The LightHOuse Project needs a 360 review as many participants claim it means little inthe end of the matter. Past issues of risj are set aside and ignored depsite serious trauma caused by perpetrators. Some mothers loose their children to perpeetraors becuse of ghe trauma which os inequitable.
10
The cost of transcripts can be up to $20,000, essential for an Appeal and inaccessible to most women who seek to challenge Orders, who wish to challenge detrimental findings of facts as it relates to abuse in particular.
11.
We need an alternate family separation system based on social science not legalities and poor post orders reveiw. 
12
State protection Orders can also be a source of poor management of ongoing abuse where those who breachthe orders are rarely held to account. One mother was asked by the Police Prosecutor to not participate in her own breach proceedings fr a perpetraots who have 3 previous brech convictions and the family law ordes were relaxed in that said hearing.
Feedback for Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
There needs to be review of services by lived experts to determine their effectiveness
A big differnce can be made by understanding and providing support of intrafamilial violence especially for older women and their families and children.
There needs to be truth telling by lived experts who experience adverse impacts in legal systems and others systems set up tp support them. Accountability of perpetertaors is minimal and this must be addressed. Advocates are also villified and unsafe for supporting victims. There needs to be greater protection for supporters
Women need to be valued authentically by all systems and community.
There needs to be recognition for those who achieve good outcomes for survivors and better communication on what works and what doesn't using the voices of advocates and lived experts
Feedback for Priority Area 3: Children and young people in their own right
Family Law need to faciliate children rights and ensire where they are Gillick Competent to have their own lawyer not an ICL
We need an alternate social science based family separation system - not a legal system to dictate the rights and safety of children
Feedback for Priority Area 4: People who use violence
Accountabilty in systems - we do perpetrators no favours when they are not making them accountable. Not all action needs to be legal. 
The community approaches here can be effective
Frameworks that protect survivors and give frameworks of behaviour to perpetrators - this includes social science interventions that are safe
Feedback for Priority Area 5: System Integration and Workforce
Evaluation of supports by Lived Experts


Are there any other actions you think should be a priority to stop family, domestic and sexual violence?
Better support for survivors to recover. They pay for their own recovery which is unacceptable
Better/more meaningful legal supports
