Stand Again
Feedback for Priority Area 1: Victim-survivors
Stand Again has conducted a preliminary gap analysis of Australia's DFV service landscape, mapping 336 service providers across 19 service lines and all states and territories. The analysis identifies where provision is strong and where gaps remain across all populations. 
Against a proxy benchmark, an estimated 1.74 million victim-survivors are potentially underserved, suggesting an additional ~33 female victim-survivor providers in VIC and QLD primarily and 141 male victim-survivor providers across most States & Territories are needed in the DFV sector. 
Critical service lines including DFV-specific suicide prevention are underserved for both women and men. The analysis also identifies gaps in female perpetrator behaviour change programs, which are concentrated in VIC and WA. 
The downstream cost of these gaps for victim-survivors across the health, justice, housing, and employment systems is estimated at $7 billion per year. 
The submission recommends a national gap analysis and scoping study, targeted investment in dedicated service growth across underserved populations, and the establishment of coordinated partnership networks. 
A detailed evidence base, service chain analysis, benchmarking methodology, and full recommendations are provided in the attached submission.
Feedback for Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
The Consultation Paper identifies misogyny and gender-based violent extremism as an emerging concern, noting that the manosphere actively recruits through online spaces. 
Research confirms that when victim-survivors cannot find legitimate, dedicated support, institutional isolation creates a vulnerability that harmful online communities exploit. 
Research also shows that individuals disengage from these communities when they gain access to supportive relationships and credible alternatives. 
This submission presents evidence that dedicated DFV services and visible, government-backed outreach provide exactly that alternative, making them a direct prevention investment. 
The submission identifies three intervention points that require strengthening: government-supported public awareness for underserved victim-survivor populations, workplace-based programs that provide private pathways to specialist support, and front-line worker education that equips health, police, legal, and community practitioners to identify and appropriately refer all victim-survivors. 
Full detail, including the evidence base and recommendations, is provided in the attached submission.
Feedback for Priority Area 5: System Integration and Workforce
The submission identifies a gap in the evidence base and clinical tools available to practitioners working with diverse victim-survivor presentations. 
The screening and assessment instruments in current use were developed for and validated on female populations. The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force has identified the absence of valid screening tools for identifying intimate partner violence in men as a gap. 
Where presentations shaped by different cultural norms are not recognised by existing tools, there is a risk of misidentification, which research links to institutional invalidation and increased suicide risk. 
The submission recommends investment in building the evidence base for diverse victim-survivor presentations, development of validated population-specific screening tools, and research into DFV-related suicide risk for both male and female victim-survivors. 
The attached submission provides the full evidence base, including an audit of current screening tools and their validation populations, and detailed recommendations.
