The Achieve Foundation
Feedback for Priority Area 1: Victim-survivors
As a disability focused research and policy hub, The Achieve Foundation (TAF) brings significant expertise in ensuring systems and services are inclusive and responsive to the needs of the disability community. We recognise the impacts of family, domestic, and sexual violence on people with disability and are concerned to highlight that definitions, systems, and settings can inherently exclude the disability community
Our work, funded by the Department of Health, Disability and Ageing, is designed to develop the evidence base on community attitudes to people with disability – both the mindsets that exclude and interventions that will change these mindsets in a way that activates behaviour change and builds inclusion. The tools we are producing have the potential to significantly improve practitioner capability in the family, domestic, and sexual violence service sector; deliberately inviting people with disability to engage with services; and empowering them when they do engage.
The deployment of these tools would also support an expansion of this evidence base to other diverse communities to better understand how their needs could be met, as well as building relevant practitioner capability. Closing the mindsets/attitudes gap is crucial in both designing and delivering effective services that address the needs of diverse communities. This work would contribute to the Disability Royal Commission’s recommendation 8.24 - working towards nationally consistent, inclusive definitions of gender-based violence which acknowledges the various settings and types of abuse people with disability experience and the differential impacts given their unique situations.
Feedback for Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
See response to Priority Area 1: Harmful attitudes and behaviours create exclusion and barriers to reporting, access to services, support and information. Violence and abuse can be prevented. The importance of effective mindset/attitudinal change that links to behaviour change is foundational for primary prevention and early intervention. The National Plans fundamentally recognise the importance of shifting community attitudes to violence against women and children as a key prevention strategy. TAF’s evidence-based tools in shifting attitudes to people with disability can play a critical role in supporting these efforts and can be embedded in existing approaches to build a whole of community approach to changing attitudes and behaviours. TAF’s methodologies are flexible and, for example, can be adapted in service design and responses, internal and external communications, training, leadership and capability building.	
Feedback for Priority Area 3: Children and young people in their own right
Attitudes shift over the life course. How we think, act and feel as children and young people may change as we grow older. Taking a life course approach to reframing attitudes can help build and sustain resilience to harmful attitudes and behaviours that exclude, diminish and ‘discount’ (Frawley, Vol. 8, DRC Report, p328) the lived experience of people with disability. TAF’s reframing attitudes work can make a significant contribution.
Feedback for Priority Area 4: People who use violence
No specific response.
Feedback for Priority Area 5: System Integration and Workforce
The role of mindsets for marginalised groups and their role in poor service design, weak engagement and the resultant poor outcomes needs to be further investigated. Findings would strengthen implementation approaches that serve the needs of particular communities, linking attitudes and awareness raising with tangible and measurable behavioural change.
From a workforce and service delivery focus, mindsets are also the underlying factor as to why collectively the ‘system’ does not integrate, connect or serve the needs of particular cohorts facing violence, such as those with a disability. TAF could provide further advice to DSS on its emerging evidence base, including opportunities to test the toolkit being developed in the family, domestic, and sexual violence service sector.
