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Introduction
Zonta Australia welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the development of the Second Action Plan under the National Plan to End Violence against Women and Children 2022–2032.
Zonta Australia is the national peak body representing more than 2,000 members across Australia through more than 100 clubs. As part of Zonta International, our mission is to build a better world for women and girls through advocacy, service and education.
Violence against women is a consequence of gender inequality. While Australia has made important progress through successive National Plans, rates of domestic, family and sexual violence remain unacceptably high. The Second Action Plan presents an opportunity to move beyond incremental improvement towards systemic reform that addresses both the drivers of violence and the conditions that allow it to persist.
Zonta Australia brings a distinctive perspective to this consultation through our integrated approach to service, advocacy and international engagement. Our members work alongside women and girls in communities across Australia, delivering local service initiatives, education and advocacy that respond to community needs. Nationally, Zonta Australia contributes to legislative and public policy reform through evidence-based advocacy and partnerships with governments and civil society organisations. 
Internationally, as part of Zonta International, we contribute to global advocacy through our consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and our support for international human rights frameworks, including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the Sustainable Development Goals. This experience demonstrates that lasting change is achieved when grassroots action, national leadership and international commitments work together to advance gender equality and end violence against women and girls.
Zonta Australia supports the National Plan's vision that women and children live free from violence in safe, equal and respectful communities. Achieving this vision requires sustained national leadership, coordinated action across all levels of government and long-term investment in prevention.



1. Prevention must remain Australia's highest priority
Ending violence requires preventing it before it occurs.
While crisis responses remain essential, Australia cannot respond its way out of violence. Greater investment is required in long-term prevention initiatives that challenge the attitudes, behaviours and structural inequalities that underpin violence against women.
This includes:
· respectful relationships education 
· workplace gender equality initiatives 
· engaging men and boys as allies 
· community education campaigns 
· prevention initiatives within sporting organisations, workplaces and local communities. 
Civil society organisations play a critical role in prevention. Organisations such as Zonta, with deep roots in local communities, help build respectful relationships, raise awareness, challenge harmful gender stereotypes and create opportunities for community-led action. Long-term investment in community partnerships strengthens prevention efforts by ensuring they are locally relevant, trusted and sustainable.
Short funding cycles undermine prevention efforts. Cultural change requires sustained investment over many years.
Recommendation 1
The Australian Government should commit to long-term funding (minimum five years) for evidence-based primary prevention programs, establish prevention as the principal investment priority under the Second Action Plan, and strengthen partnerships with civil society organisations delivering community-based prevention initiatives.
2. Address the structural drivers of violence
Violence against women cannot be separated from broader gender inequality.
Women's economic insecurity, unequal caring responsibilities, housing affordability, insecure employment and barriers to leadership all increase vulnerability to violence and reduce women's capacity to leave abusive relationships.
The Second Action Plan should strengthen links with Commonwealth policies relating to:
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· economic security 
· housing 
· childcare 
· paid parental leave 
· workplace gender equality 
· women's leadership 
· Closing the Gap 
· disability inclusion. 


Violence prevention should not be viewed solely as a community services issue but as a whole-of-government responsibility.
Civil society organisations provide an essential bridge between government policy and community experience. Their contribution should extend beyond service delivery to include policy development, implementation and evaluation, ensuring that national strategies remain informed by lived experience and local knowledge.
Recommendation 2
Embed gender impact assessments across Commonwealth policy development to ensure major policy reforms contribute to reducing gender inequality and preventing violence against women.
3. Strengthen intersectional responses
Women experience violence differently depending on their circumstances.
The Second Action Plan should strengthen targeted responses for:
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women 
· women with disability 
· migrant and refugee women 
· older women 
· women in rural, regional and remote Australia 
· culturally and linguistically diverse communities 
· LGBTIQ+ people experiencing gender-based violence. 
Programs should be co-designed with affected communities to ensure culturally safe, accessible and effective services.
Community-based organisations that work directly with diverse groups of women bring trusted relationships, cultural understanding and lived experience that are essential to designing effective responses. Their ongoing involvement should be recognised as a core strength of Australia's response to gender-based violence.
4. Recognise emerging forms of violence
Technology is changing the way violence is perpetrated.
Technology-facilitated abuse, image-based abuse, online coercive control, financial abuse through digital platforms and emerging AI-enabled abuse require coordinated national responses.
Australia has an opportunity to become a global leader in addressing technology-enabled gender-based violence before these harms become further entrenched.



Recommendation 3
Develop a national strategy addressing technology-facilitated and AI-enabled abuse, supported by research, legislative reform, education and law enforcement capability.
5. Climate change is an emerging violence prevention issue
Zonta Australia encourages the Australian Government to explicitly recognise the relationship between climate change, disasters and increased risks of gender-based violence.
Evidence from Australia and internationally demonstrates that disasters can increase:
· 
· domestic and family violence 
· housing insecurity 
· economic vulnerability 
· displacement 
· social isolation 
· exploitation of women and girls. 

Climate change therefore represents not only an environmental challenge but also a gender equality and human rights issue.
Australia's disaster planning and recovery systems should routinely incorporate gender-responsive approaches to violence prevention and recovery.
Community organisations play a critical role before, during and after disasters, supporting local resilience and ensuring recovery efforts strengthen safety, inclusion and gender equality. Integrating gender-responsive disaster planning into the Second Action Plan will help reduce the heightened risks experienced by women and girls during climate-related emergencies.
This aligns with Australia's commitments under CEDAW, the Sustainable Development Goals and international frameworks recognising the intersection between gender equality and climate resilience.
Recommendation 4
Integrate gender-responsive disaster preparedness, emergency management and climate resilience into the implementation of the Second Action Plan.
6. Strengthen accountability
Australia has produced numerous inquiries, reviews and strategies addressing violence against women.
The challenge is no longer identifying what needs to be done—it is ensuring consistent implementation and measurable progress.  Turning data and ambition into action.


The Second Action Plan should strengthen:
· 
· nationally consistent data 
· outcome measurement 
· independent evaluation 
· transparent reporting 
· public accountability. 


Governments cannot achieve the objectives of the National Plan alone. Ongoing partnership with civil society organisations should include meaningful engagement in policy development, implementation and evaluation. Organisations with long-standing community connections provide valuable evidence about emerging issues, barriers experienced by women and the effectiveness of government initiatives.
Success should be measured by improvements in safety and wellbeing, not solely by program outputs or funding allocations.
Recommendation 5
Publish an annual public report measuring progress against nationally agreed indicators, supported by independent evaluation and transparent reporting to Parliament, and establish a structured mechanism for ongoing engagement with civil society organisations in monitoring implementation of the Second Action Plan.
Conclusion
Zonta Australia strongly supports the development of the Second Action Plan and welcomes the Australian Government's continued commitment to ending violence against women and children.
The Second Action Plan provides an opportunity to build on the foundations established under the First Action Plan while strengthening Australia's focus on prevention, addressing the structural drivers of violence, responding to emerging forms of abuse and improving national accountability.
Violence against women is preventable. Achieving lasting change requires sustained leadership, coordinated action across governments, meaningful partnerships with civil society and long-term investment in gender equality.
Zonta Australia's experience demonstrates that progress is strongest when grassroots action is connected to national policy and informed by international human rights commitments. Through our local clubs, our national advocacy and our contribution to Zonta International's work with the United Nations, we see the importance of aligning community action with evidence-based public policy and global commitments to gender equality.
Zonta Australia looks forward to continuing to work collaboratively with governments, civil society organisations and communities to build an Australia where every woman and child can live free from violence, with equality, dignity and opportunity.
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