Zonta Club of the Blue Mountains
Feedback for Priority Area 1: Victim-survivors
* Greater/expanded services which are available 24/7
* the provision of safe, affordable and/or social housing for women and children fleeing violence
* more intensive training to police, judiciary and financial services re: needs of victims
* removing the need for frontline services to continually submit applications for funding [ state or federal] when they have been addressing the issues successfully for many years. This makes it difficult to maintain appropriate staff and continue worthwhile projects. Funding can appear insecure and/or attached to current whimsies.
* rural and urban isolation  are barriers for many women
Feedback for Priority Area 2: Prevention and early intervention
a.Changing the narrative by:
•Actively removing patriarchal language eg ‘manning the stall’ ‘having the balls for it’
•Demonstrating positive role models [ both male and female] in media of all types
•Active conversations about what violence looks and feels like for both parties
b.Working with men to help them understand the ‘privilege’ that society affords them eg, moving safely at night
c.Supporting perpetrators, through counselling etc, to resolve any issues they may have
2.How can existing efforts to prevent violence be strengthened or built upon at  the individual, community, organisational, institutional and societal levels?
a.Education programs eg LoveBites
b.Engaging more organisations which can influence behaviours eg sporting clubs, recreational groups
c.More men talking about how they can be part of the change – advertising, social media
d.Diminishing violence in films and online games
e.Combatting pornography, particularly ‘free’ sites
3.How can governments, communities, schools, workplaces, online platforms and others better support people and respond to harmful attitudes and behaviours?
a.More government funding for primary prevention
b.Training in workplaces, education programs in schools, active pastoral care from religious organisations
c.Real and meaningful Workplace Health and Safety policies and strategies
d.A close look at the judicial system in terms of victim support, sentencing, bail, and believing victims
4.What prevention and early intervention approaches appear most promising or effective, and what is needed to strengthen or expand them?
a.Some areas have programs which are effective, but each seems to be trying to ‘go it alone’. A process for sharing and communicating and resourcing across like communities. A ‘one size fits all’ approach won’t work, but there could be opportunities based on geography, socio-economic, cultural attributes.
5.What emerging issues should the second Action Plan address in relation to primary prevention and early intervention?
a.Men! Women have tried and not succeeded. More opportunities for men to engage with men and boys about the issues, including toxic masculinity, emotional responses and alternate ways to respond, family/societal role stereotypes.
Feedback for Priority Area 3: Children and young people in their own right
* safe housing in a child's local area means they are not being removed from their support networks at school, sport, clubs. Starting over should be a relief, not a punishment.
* Appropriate programs introduced into schools. Crowded curricula make it difficult for teachers to be 'jill of all trades' but specialist programs, supported with trained staff is an option.
* banning free pornography sites 
*
Feedback for Priority Area 4: People who use violence
Violence has devastating social, emotional, physical, financial and societal impact. Early response can diminish the damage and prevent irreparable harm to the victim. It also provides the opportunity to rehabilitate the perpetrator.
Counselling support for all parties can help to bring about changed behaviours
Governments can work with community leaders, particularly in cultural diverse communities, to understand the best course of action for each community.
Feedback for Priority Area 5: System Integration and Workforce
* training in  bystander behaviour
* inclusive use of language
* gender equity in pay, benefits, leadership/promotion opportunities
* access to workplace support through counselling, leave entitlements
Are there any other actions you think should be a priority to stop family, domestic and sexual violence?
Opportunities for appropriate role models [all genders] to be visible in all types of media. 
More general public discussions about coercive control and domestic and sexual violence, not just when a hideous event occurs and passions are high. Rationale discussions needed.
